Saturday, March 28, 2020

Notable Updates
U.S. News

e According to national COVID-19 trackers, there are currently over 102,636 cases of coronavirus
confirmed by lab tests in all 50 states with over 1,646 deaths reported. Notable new cases
include:

o Several states are reporting spikes in coronavirus cases, raising fears more hot spots will
emerge in the US beyond New York as soon as next week.

e According to the White House task force briefing Friday night:

o Trump invoked the Defense Production Act to compel General Motors to accept, perform,
and prioritize federal contracts for ventilators.

o Trump signed an executive order investing in the Department of Health and Human
Services and the Department of Homeland Security with the full authorities available
under the Defense Production Act to respond to the outbreak; Peter Navarro will serve as
National Defense Production Act Policy Coordinator.

o The Trump administration is working to sign contracts with the major ventilator
companies in the country, including GE, Philips, Medtronic, Hamilton, ZOLL, ResMed,
Hillrom, and Vyaire.

o Trump signed an executive order giving the Department of Defense and the Department
of Homeland Security the authority to activate the Ready Reserve components of the
armed forces.

o Trump signed into law $2.2 trillion in urgently needed relief for our nation’s families,
workers, businesses.

o 47 states have requested to delay standardized testing for students; 46 have been
approved.

o Secretary Devos will propose Congress provide micro grants to students and teachers.

o All federally held student loans will be set to zero percent interest rates and deferred
payments for 60 days.

o Several private food producers are working with the USDA to deliver meals to children
that would otherwise be provided at school.

e CNBC published an article on Google’s recent announcement to offer $340 million in ad credits to
small and mid-size businesses with active Google ad accounts as part of an $800 million
coronavirus response package.

o Jeff Bezos stated Amazon is working directly with the WHO to provide various logistics and
support and also noted “the urgent need for collective action” to produce and distribute test kits.

e A project to track COVID-19 patients via their phones is being launched by MIT researchers,
potentially the first large-scale project in the U.S. to trace their movement and those with whom
they interact. The project requires both people who have the iliness and those who don’t to
voluntarily download an app to their phones.

e The Washington Post, Bloomberg and CNBC published articles on Bank of America’s

announcement to not carry out any layoffs or job cuts this year as a result of the coronavirus.
e The U.S. Food and Drug Administration issued Emergency Use Authorization to Abbott Labs on

Friday for a coronavirus test that delivers positive results in as little as five minutes and negative
results in 13 minutes

e Google is offering $800 million worth of support in response to Coronavirus. The aid will come in

the form of cash, ad credits, and cloud services from the California-based internet colossus.

e Consumer sentiment plummeted in March, according to a new report that suggests the central

pillar of the u. S economy — consumer spendlng |s likely in for a steep decline.

pandgmm: Blden was critical of PreS|dent Donald Trump S actlons saylng his adm|n|strat|on has
moved too slowly to deploy needed resources to hospitals.
e Notable new companies announcing layoffs/furloughs in the U.S. are:


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/world/coronavirus-maps.html#us
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/28/health/us-coronavirus-weekend-saturday/index.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/27/google-offering-800m-coronavirus-help-package.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/27/google-offering-800m-coronavirus-help-package.html
https://www.foxnews.com/tech/jeff-bezos-amazon-working-who-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.foxnews.com/tech/jeff-bezos-amazon-working-who-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.wsj.com/articles/mit-researchers-launch-location-tracking-effort-for-the-new-coronavirus-11585315674
https://www.wsj.com/articles/mit-researchers-launch-location-tracking-effort-for-the-new-coronavirus-11585315674
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/on-small-business/bank-of-america-pledges-to-retain-and-pay-staff-throughout-2020/2020/03/27/f8443464-7046-11ea-a156-0048b62cdb51_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/on-small-business/bank-of-america-pledges-to-retain-and-pay-staff-throughout-2020/2020/03/27/f8443464-7046-11ea-a156-0048b62cdb51_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/on-small-business/bank-of-america-pledges-to-retain-and-pay-staff-throughout-2020/2020/03/27/f8443464-7046-11ea-a156-0048b62cdb51_story.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/03/28/coronavirus-fda-authorizes-abbott-labs-fast-portable-covid-test/2932766001/
https://news.yahoo.com/google-offers-800-mn-pandemic-impacted-businesses-health-181959421.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/economy/articles/2020-03-27/consumer-sentiment-tanks-as-coronavirus-fear-grips-us-economy
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/27/politics/cnn-town-hall-takeaways-joe-biden/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/27/politics/cnn-town-hall-takeaways-joe-biden/index.html

o United Airlines warned that it expects a lengthy slump in travel demand because of the
coronavirus, which will likely require the carrier to have a smaller workforce, while Delta
asked for more volunteers to take unpaid leave after close to a quarter of the carrier’s
employees raised thelr hands

Apnl 1, the Iatest economic h|t to Central Flonda and around the country from the
coronavirus pandemic.
Notable new companies that have stopped or are modifying production in the U.S. are:
o General Motors has shifted to produce ventilators after the Trump administration invoked
the Defense Production Act.
New states with restrictions to “non-essential” business or implementing “shelter-in-place” policies
are:

o Alaska Governor Mike Dunleavy ordered Alaskans to stay home and banned most travel

within the state as the number of coronavirus cases continues to grow.

International News

According to global COVID-19 trackers and official counts, there are at least 606,200 cases
confirmed globally in over 171 countries with at least 28,050 deaths. Notable new cases include:

o South Korea reported 146 new coronavirus cases on Friday, the highest number in a

week.
o The death toll from the coronavirus in the UK has passed 1,000 people, health authorities
said Saturday. 260 people died from the virus between 5 p.m. on Thursday and 5 p.m. on
Friday
Spain's death toll from the coronavirus pandemic jumped to 5,690 on Saturday, with 832 patients
dying in the past 24 hours.
The number of coronavirus cases in ltaly has reached 86,498, according to a tally by researchers
at Johns Hopkins University. That puts the European country ahead of China, where 81,946
infections have been confirmed.

Germany has seen a lower death rate from COVID-19 than other European countries, suggesting

that Germany is doing something right that the others aren't.
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The Washington Post: Trump ties coronavirus decisions to personal grievances
US News: House Approves $2T Coronavirus Relief, Sending Rescue Bill to Trump’s Desk
CNN Politics: Millions of workers in the US won't be getting stimulus checks

GENERAL INFORMATION

Key dates:

3/1/20: U.S. reports first two deaths

3/2/20: Number of cases reported in Italy spikes by nearly 50%; the E.U. raised its risk level to
“high”

3/6/20: Number of cases surpassed 100,000 globally

3/9/20: Global stock markets plunged and oil prices dropped amid global anxiety

3/10/20: Number of known coronavirus cases in the U.S. surpassed 1,000

3/10/20: Deadliest single day toll to date

3/11/20: WHO declares a pandemic; U.S. bans travel from Europe, excluding the U.K.
3/13/20: Trump declares a national emergency

3/14/20: U.S. extends travel ban to include Britain, Ireland

3/18/20: The EU announced it will seal its borders; the U.S. and Canada will close its border to
“non-essential” traffic

Relevant Links:

WHO press briefings Monday/Wednesday/Friday (LINK)

White House Task Force briefing (11:30 AM ET, Twitter)

CDC COVID-19 travel advisories (LINK)

CDC report on situation in the U.S. (LINK) and Cases in the U.S. (LINK)

FDA updates related to COVID-19 (LINK)

Tips to prevent spread (CDC, WHO)

News outlets with LIVE running updates on COVID-19 (NYT, WSJ, CNN, BBC, The Guardian)
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https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/27/politics/undocumented-immigrants-coronavirus-stimulus/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings
https://twitter.com/WhiteHouse
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