
COVID-19 Issues Tracker & Top-Tier Coverage 
 
NEWS UPDATES  
Friday, March 27, 2020 
Notable Updates 
U.S. News 

• According to national COVID-19 trackers, there are currently over 86,012 cases of coronavirus 
confirmed by lab tests in all 50 states with over 1,301 deaths reported.  

• According to the White House task force briefing Thursday night: 
o President Trump claimed to have a great meeting with the leaders of the G20 
o President Trump held a meeting with all the governors in the U.S.  
o The COVID relief package will include: job retention loans, direct cash payments, 

expanded unemployment benefits, critical support for the hardest hit industries, over 
$100 billion for hospitals, $45 billion for the disaster relief fund and more.  

o FEMA has shipped over 9 million N95 masks, 20 million face masks, 3.1 million face 
shields, nearly 6,000 ventilators, 2.6 million gowns, 14.6 million gloves.  

o The USNS Comfort will be leaving for New York on Saturday and will arrive on Monday.  

• New states with restrictions to “non-essential” business or implementing “shelter-in-place” policies 
are: New Hampshire  

• The next wave of coronavirus cases expected to hit Louisiana.  

• Officials see hope as cases in Washington appear to be leveling off  

• President Trump cast doubt Thursday on New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s assertion that his 
state,will need 30,000 ventilators to properly care for the influx of patients anticipated to flood 
hospitals in coming weeks. 

• Representative Thomas Massie, Republican of Kentucky, said on Friday that he would insist on a 
recorded vote on the  $2 trillion stimulus package, delaying its passage.  

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) said on Friday that he will ask President Trump for the 
authorization to build four additional temporary hospitals as the state deals with a rising number 
of coronavirus cases 

• A US navy ship arrived in Los Angeles Friday to help relieve local hospitals expected to be 
overburdened by coronavirus patients  

• GM deal for ventilators stalls as White House shops around  

• US embassies and consulates around the world are diverting most of their resources to the task 
of evacuating U.S. citizens. 

• National Cathedral, NASDAQ, businesses and unions locate troves of N95 masks. 

• Tech giants set to lose billions in ad revenue in virus shutdown 

• Apple launches coronavirus screening website, app  

 
International News 

• According to global COVID-19 trackers and official counts, there are at least 558,022 cases 
confirmed globally in over 168 countries with at least 25,251 deaths. Notable new cases include: 

o UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson tested positive for Coronavirus.  

• South Africa enters lockdown as known COVD-19 cases surpass 1,000.  

• Wuhan residents who had tested positive earlier and then recovered from the disease are testing 
positive for the virus a second time. 

• Germany takes in some coronavirus patients from Italy 
 
Top Tier Coverage: 
Business 

• Vox, Amazon says it unintentionally hid some competitors’ faster delivery options 

• CNBC, America’s department stores can make it as much as 8 months with closed stores before 
liquidity troubles mount, analyst says 

• CNBC: Alphabet’s Verily ramps up drive-through coronavirus testing with 1,000 Google 
volunteers 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/world/coronavirus-maps.html#us
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-vice-president-pence-members-coronavirus-task-force-press-briefing-11/
https://www.nhpr.org/post/new-hampshire-s-stay-home-order-what-does-it-mean#stream/0
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/u-s-has-most-coronavirus-cases-in-world-next-wave-aimed-at-louisiana-idUSKBN21D1ZR
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/coronavirus-washington-state-leveling-off/2020/03/26/682790e6-6f6b-11ea-a3ec-70d7479d83f0_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/03/27/coronavirus-trump-fox-ventilator/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/27/world/coronavirus-news.html#link-92d8a1c
https://thehill.com/person/andrew-cuomo
https://thehill.com/people/donald-trump
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/489855-cuomo-to-ask-trump-to-authorize-four-more-temporary-hospitals
https://thehill.com/policy/defense/489847-navy-hospital-ship-arrives-in-los-angeles
https://www.axios.com/trump-coronavirus-general-motors-ventec-4535ea18-aaf9-4ab0-8753-7fd4aa368ca2.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/us-diplomats-race-to-get-americans-home-while-they-can/2020/03/26/37351882-6f84-11ea-96a0-df4c5d9284af_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/us/national-cathedral-masks-donation-coronavirus.html
https://www.axios.com/tech-giants-set-to-lose-billions-in-ad-revenue-in-virus-shutdown-f0e74396-6444-4c44-8aa7-974dd3e89883.html
https://thehill.com/policy/technology/489862-apple-launches-coronavirus-screening-website-app
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/world/coronavirus-maps.html#world
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/27/uk/uk-boris-johnson-coronavirus-gbr-intl/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/south-africa-enters-lockdown-as-known-covid-19-cases-surpass-1000/2020/03/27/d6092194-6f7d-11ea-a156-0048b62cdb51_story.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/03/27/822407626/mystery-in-wuhan-recovered-coronavirus-patients-test-negative-then-positive
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/03/27/822407626/mystery-in-wuhan-recovered-coronavirus-patients-test-negative-then-positive
https://thehill.com/policy/international/europe/489819-germany-takes-in-some-coronavirus-patients-from-italy
https://www.vox.com/recode/2020/3/26/21193928/amazon-delivery-delays-april-21-23-faster-speed-sellers-marketplace-buy-button
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/27/us-department-stores-can-make-it-up-to-8-months-with-stores-closed-cowen.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/27/us-department-stores-can-make-it-up-to-8-months-with-stores-closed-cowen.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/26/alphabet-verily-ramps-up-covid-19-screens-with-1000-google-volunteers.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/26/alphabet-verily-ramps-up-covid-19-screens-with-1000-google-volunteers.html


• CNBC: Fanatics shifts production from MLB jerseys to masks and gowns to fight coronavirus 

• Reuters: Deutsche Bank pauses job cuts to give employees more certainty during virus outbreak 

• Reuters: Two U.S. banks halt layoffs amid coronavirus uncertainty 

• Reuters: HSBC delays job cuts in face of coronavirus 

• MarketWatch: ‘They asked me to come in and talk — and I knew.’ Like millions of Americans, this 
26-year-old lost her job due to coronavirus 

• The Washington Post: UAW criticizes plans by Ford, Fiat Chrysler to restart production 

• CNN: Uber and Lyft still aren't helping their most vulnerable drivers 

• CNBC: Gig workers for companies like Uber, Lyft would get unemployment benefits under $2 
trillion Senate stimulus bill 

• CNBC: WeWork reassures investors it has enough cash to weather coronavirus downturn 

• CNBC: Coronavirus: CEO behind Buffett, Bezos health venture says US ‘death toll curve’ worse 
than China 

• The Wall Street Journal: MIT Researchers Launch Location-Tracking Effort for the New 
Coronavirus  

Food 

• Monroe News Star, 2 Foster Farms workers in Farmerville positive for COVID-19; 5 inmates 
isolated 

• Heathline, Can Your Refreeze Chicken? 

• Bloomberg, Workers Critical to World’s Food Supply Are Starting to Fall Ill 

• Politico, State Department is easing up on H-2A visa Rules / ‘Victory gardens’ born out of 
coronavirus pandemic 

 
Health  

• Washington Post, Coronavirus modelers factor in new public health risk: Accusations their work is 
a hoax 

• CNN, Why New York is the epicenter of the American coronavirus outbreak  

• Washington Post, Gouged prices, middlemen and medical supply chaos: Why governors are so 
upset with Trump 

• Axios, Parks pose major problem for cities battling coronavirus 

• Washington Post, Expectant mothers stare down the prospect of giving birth alone, as 
coronavirus upends hospitals 

• The New York Times, Early Graduation Could Send Medical Students to Virus Front Lines 

• CNN, More than 150 employees at 4 Boston hospitals have tested positive for coronavirus 

• USA Today, The coronavirus test that wasn’t: How federal health officials misled state scientists 
and derailed the best chance at containment 

• CNN, At least 13 patients died from coronavirus over 24 hours at a New York hospital 

• New York Times, Coronavirus Threatens an Already Strained Maternal Health System 

 
International  

• Reuters, 'Like wartime' - Philippine doctors overwhelmed by coronavirus deluge 

• Washington Post, Soldiers around the world get a new mission: Enforcing coronavirus lockdowns 

• Reuters, India rolls out coronavirus call centers to stop stampede to hard-pressed hospitals 

• The New York Times, For France, Coronavirus Tests a Vaunted Health Care System 

• Reuters, Paris hospitals near coronavirus breaking point 

• CNBC, Italy’s coronavirus death toll is more than double that of China’s — this might be why 

• Reuters, Indonesia reports highest daily rise in new coronavirus cases 

• USA Today, Coronavirus infections in Africa are rapidly rising. Its weak health systems may 
buckle 

 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/26/fanatics-makes-mlb-masks-and-gowns-to-fight-coronavirus.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-deutsche-bank-layoffs/deutsche-bank-pauses-job-cuts-to-give-employees-more-certainty-during-virus-outbreak-idUSL4N2BJ52S
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-morgan-stanley/two-u-s-banks-halt-layoffs-amid-coronavirus-uncertainty-idUSKBN21D2QD
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-hsbc-redundancies/hsbc-delays-job-cuts-in-face-of-coronavirus-idUSKBN21D259
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/they-asked-me-to-come-in-and-talk-and-i-knew-like-millions-of-americans-this-26-year-old-lost-her-job-due-to-coronavirus-2020-03-26
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/they-asked-me-to-come-in-and-talk-and-i-knew-like-millions-of-americans-this-26-year-old-lost-her-job-due-to-coronavirus-2020-03-26
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/uaw-criticizes-plans-by-ford-fiat-chrysler-to-restart-production/2020/03/26/c2b84434-6f56-11ea-aa80-c2470c6b2034_story.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/26/tech/uber-lyft-financial-aid-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/26/gig-workers-win-access-to-unemployment-payments-in-stimulus-bill.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/26/gig-workers-win-access-to-unemployment-payments-in-stimulus-bill.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/26/wework-reassures-investors-it-has-enough-cash-to-weather-coronavirus.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/27/ceo-behind-buffett-bezos-health-venture-says-us-death-toll-curve-worse-than-china.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/27/ceo-behind-buffett-bezos-health-venture-says-us-death-toll-curve-worse-than-china.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/mit-researchers-launch-location-tracking-effort-for-the-new-coronavirus-11585315674
https://www.wsj.com/articles/mit-researchers-launch-location-tracking-effort-for-the-new-coronavirus-11585315674
https://www.thenewsstar.com/story/news/2020/03/26/2-foster-farms-workers-farmerville-test-positive-covid-19/2920238001/
https://www.thenewsstar.com/story/news/2020/03/26/2-foster-farms-workers-farmerville-test-positive-covid-19/2920238001/
https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/can-you-refreeze-chicken
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-27/food-workers-getting-sick-is-the-latest-threat-to-world-supply
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-agriculture/2020/03/27/victory-gardens-born-out-of-coronavirus-pandemic-786441
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-agriculture/2020/03/27/victory-gardens-born-out-of-coronavirus-pandemic-786441
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/03/27/coronavirus-models-politized-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/03/27/coronavirus-models-politized-trump/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/26/us/new-york-coronavirus-explainer/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/03/26/gouged-prices-middlemen-medical-supply-chaos-why-governors-are-so-upset-with-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/03/26/gouged-prices-middlemen-medical-supply-chaos-why-governors-are-so-upset-with-trump/
https://www.axios.com/coronavirus-parks-cities-3ce29804-9c71-4af7-8759-a2b6abce3040.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/expectant-mothers-stare-down-the-prospect-of-giving-birth-alone-as-coronavirus-upends-hospitals/2020/03/26/572b6144-6ddd-11ea-aa80-c2470c6b2034_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/expectant-mothers-stare-down-the-prospect-of-giving-birth-alone-as-coronavirus-upends-hospitals/2020/03/26/572b6144-6ddd-11ea-aa80-c2470c6b2034_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/health/coronavirus-medical-students-graduation.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/26/health/boston-coronavirus-hospitals-employees-test-positive/index.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/investigations/2020/03/27/coronavirus-test-officials-botched-rollout-derailed-containment/5080781002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/investigations/2020/03/27/coronavirus-test-officials-botched-rollout-derailed-containment/5080781002/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/26/health/elmhurst-hospital-new-york-13-deaths/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/us/coronavirus-pregnancy-maternal-health-system.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-philippines/like-wartime-philippine-doctors-overwhelmed-by-coronavirus-deluge-idUSKBN21E1X8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/coronavirus-military-enforce-soldiers-armed-forces/2020/03/25/647cbbb6-6d53-11ea-a156-0048b62cdb51_story.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-india-diagnosis/india-rolls-out-coronavirus-call-centers-to-stop-stampede-to-hard-pressed-hospitals-idUSKBN21E23X
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/27/world/europe/coronavirus-france-health-care.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-france/paris-hospitals-near-coronavirus-breaking-point-idUSKBN21E1AT
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/27/why-coronavirus-deaths-are-higher-in-italy-spain-than-in-china.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-indonesia/indonesia-reports-highest-daily-rise-in-new-coronavirus-cases-idUSKBN21E15D
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2020/03/27/coronavirus-africa-preparedness-rising-covid-19-infections/5076620002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2020/03/27/coronavirus-africa-preparedness-rising-covid-19-infections/5076620002/


Travel  
• USA Today, Will the coronavirus pandemic cost the travel industry its most loyal customers?  

• BBC News, Coronavirus travel: China bars foreign visitors as imported cases rise 

• KCRA, Travel to Hawaii drops by 87% after new coronavirus restrictions 

• The Philadelphia Inquirer, How to talk to others about not traveling during the coronavirus 
pandemic  

• KOMO, Americans stuck overseas by coronavirus travel bans wait to be allowed home 

 
Sports  

• Forbes: USA Baseball Puts Qualifying Bid On Hold After Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympics 
Postponement 

• USA Today, Will sports books change shape after COVID-19? William Hill CEO Joe Asher is not 
so sure. 

• NBC Sports, Appreciating how sports world is helping those most affected by COVID-19 
pandemic 

• The New York Times, A Year of ‘What If’ for the N.B.A. 

• The Hill, NCAA to slash funding to Division I schools by $375 million 

Politics  
• USA Today, House debate begins on $2 trillion coronavirus package as lawmakers rush back to 

Washington - live updates 

• CNN, Trump touts great success as US becomes world's worst virus epicenter 

• BBC News, Coronavirus: Trump knows economic meltdown brings political pain  

• The New York Times, The Most Powerful People in American Politics Are Over 65 

• The Washington Post, Poll finds universal lifestyle changes, rising stress and growing fears about 
catching coronavirus 

• CNN, How we can combat coronavirus and political division at the same time 

• Los Angeles Times, Questions and answers regarding political turmoil coronavirus has caused  

• The New York Times, E.P.A., Citing Coronavirus, Drastically Relaxes Rules for Polluters 

• CNN, Gavin Newsom sets aside politics as California grapples with coronavirus crisis 

• The New York Times, As Coronavirus Crisis Unfolds, Sanders Sees a Moment That Matches His 
Ideas 

• The Washington Post, ‘Arrogant’ and ‘ashamed’: The coronavirus mea culpas from people who 
once thought it was no big deal 

 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
Key Dates (March 2020): 

• 3/1/20: U.S. reports first two deaths 

• 3/2/20: Number of cases reported in Italy spikes by nearly 50%; the E.U. raised its risk level to 
“high” 

• 3/6/20: Number of cases surpassed 100,000 globally 

• 3/9/20: Global stock markets plunged and oil prices dropped amid global anxiety 

• 3/10/20: Number of known coronavirus cases in the U.S. surpassed 1,000 

• 3/10/20: Deadliest single day toll to date 

• 3/11/20: WHO declares a pandemic; U.S. bans travel from Europe, excluding the U.K. 

• 3/13/20: Trump declares a national emergency 

• 3/14/20: U.S. extends travel ban to include Britain, Ireland  

• 3/18/20: The EU announced it will seal its borders; the U.S. and Canada will close its border to 
“non-essential” traffic 

 
Relevant Links: 

• WHO press briefings Monday/Wednesday/Friday (LINK) 

• White House Task Force briefing (11:30 AM ET, Twitter) 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/advice/2020/03/27/coronavirus-how-covid-19-pandemic-finally-killed-travel-loyalty/5079778002/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-52059085
https://www.kcra.com/article/travel-to-hawaii-drops-by-87-after-new-coronavirus-restrictions/31948609
https://www.inquirer.com/news/coronavirus-travel-quarantine-20200327.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/coronavirus-travel-quarantine-20200327.html
https://komonews.com/news/local/americans-stuck-overseas-due-to-coronavirus-travel-bans-wait-for-word-to-be-allowed-home
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nickdiunte/2020/03/26/usa-baseball-puts-their-qualifying-bid-on-hold-after-tokyo-2020-summer-olympics-postponement/#6c5fb4d53fa1
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nickdiunte/2020/03/26/usa-baseball-puts-their-qualifying-bid-on-hold-after-tokyo-2020-summer-olympics-postponement/#6c5fb4d53fa1
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/2020/03/26/coronavirus-sports-book-betting-gambling-change-shape/2921975001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/2020/03/26/coronavirus-sports-book-betting-gambling-change-shape/2921975001/
https://www.nbcsports.com/boston/news/appreciating-how-sports-world-helping-those-most-affected-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.nbcsports.com/boston/news/appreciating-how-sports-world-helping-those-most-affected-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/25/sports/basketball/a-year-of-what-if-for-the-nba.html
https://thehill.com/policy/finance/489837-ncaa-to-slash-funding-to-division-i-schools-by-375-million
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/03/27/coronavirus-house-set-pass-stimulus-package-includes-checks/2923953001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/03/27/coronavirus-house-set-pass-stimulus-package-includes-checks/2923953001/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/27/politics/donald-trump-coronavirus-response/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/52053676
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/27/us/politics/biden-trump-seniors.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/poll-finds-universal-lifestyle-changes-rising-stress-and-growing-fears-about-catching-coronavirus/2020/03/26/11360bb2-6f5e-11ea-b148-e4ce3fbd85b5_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/poll-finds-universal-lifestyle-changes-rising-stress-and-growing-fears-about-catching-coronavirus/2020/03/26/11360bb2-6f5e-11ea-b148-e4ce3fbd85b5_story.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/26/opinions/combat-coronavirus-political-divide-minson/index.html
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-03-27/coronavirus-presidential-politics-where-things-stand
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/climate/epa-coronavirus-pollution-rules.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/27/politics/gavin-newsom-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/us/politics/bernie-sanders-coronavirus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/us/politics/bernie-sanders-coronavirus.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/03/27/coronavirus-apologies/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/03/27/coronavirus-apologies/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings
https://twitter.com/WhiteHouse


• CDC COVID-19 travel advisories (LINK) 

• CDC report on situation in the U.S. (LINK) and Cases in the U.S. (LINK) 

• FDA updates related to COVID-19 (LINK) 

• Tips to prevent spread (CDC, WHO) 

• News outlets with LIVE running updates on COVID-19 (NYT, WSJ, CNN, BBC, The Guardian) 

• Outbreak Trackers: (NYT U.S., NYT World, Foreign Policy, Information is Beautiful) 

• Event Cancellation Tracker (AdAge, NYT) 

• Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy (CIDRAP) COVID-19 resource center (LINK) 
 

### 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/summary.html#situation-in-us
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-issues/novel-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention-treatment.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/28/world/coronavirus-news.html
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/coronavirus?mod=theme_coronavirus-ribbon
https://www.cnn.com/asia/live-news/coronavirus-outbreak-02-28-20-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cyz0z8w0ydwt/coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2020/feb/28/coronavirus-live-updates-latest-news-china-wuhan-stock-markets-update
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/world/coronavirus-maps.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/03/mapping-coronavirus-outbreak-infographic/
https://informationisbeautiful.net/visualizations/covid-19-coronavirus-infographic-datapack/?fbclid=IwAR3fSoDI-GAntq3UoQ_DIkK2vyxqC8BnV3kc7l_3hZivmE6xmfF_839WaQ8
https://adage.com/article/digital/coronavirus-industry-event-tracker/2242341?utm_source=ad-age-news-alerts&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20200304&utm_content=hero-headline
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/09/world/coronavirus-cancelled-events.html?action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage&te=1&nl=california-today&emc=edit_ca_20200310
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19

