Tuesday, March 24, 2020

Notable Updates
U.S. News
e According to national COVID-19 trackers, there are currently over 43,499 cases of coronavirus
confirmed by lab tests in all 50 states with over 537 deaths reported. Notable new cases include:

o Dr. Deborah Birx said at a news briefing with President Donald Trump that the greater
New York City area has an "attack rate close to one in a thousand" -- five times higher
than what other areas are experiencing.

o A World Health Organization (WHO) official says the United States has the potential to
become the new epicenter of the coronavirus crisis as a large acceleration of infections is
occurring in the nation.

e According to the White House task force briefing Monday night:

o The Trump Administration continues to work with Democrats and Republicans to work to
develop a relief bill to help businesses

o Atthe end of the 15-day social distancing period, the Trump Administration will make a
determination if they will lift the strict guidelines, as President Trump stated he did not
want months of social distancing

o FEMA is distributing 80 million N95 masks across the country focusing on the areas with
the most intense need, New York and Washington State

o The Trump Administration will make it a crime to stockpile essential items, the
Administration will work with HHS to determine these items

o The Department of Justice will begin to prosecute fraudulent claims such as vaccines and
name a lead prosecutor in each of the 93 district attorney’s offices

o The Trump Administration announced a new test that will not require as intense levels of
personal protective equipment (PPE)

o HHS will issue new guidance to direct all commercial labs to prioritize testing for
hospitalized patients

e Trump is considering reopening the economy despite health expert warnings and many

economists saying there is no positive trade-off.

e The Senate is battling over a coronavirus relief bill, including a measure that permits affected
savers to take a hardship withdrawal of up to $100,000 from their 401(k) retirement plan.

e House Demaocrats have drafted their own counter proposal titled the Take Responsibility for
Workers and Families Act.

e Prudential Financial, the Newark-based insurance giant, donated a stockpile of 153,000
protective face masks and respirators to New Jersey.

e \Wells Fargo said that all of its domestic full-time employees who make less than $100,000 a year
would receive a pre-tax payment of $600 and part-time employees would get a $300 bonus.

e General Motors, Ford and Tesla in the US have all pledged their support to offer resources to
make_QOLemrlaths along Wlth Japanese carmaker lesan and Formula 1 teams in the UK.

d ards to some employees to

ompensate them for the “fmancral burden of worklng during the coronavirus pandemic.
e |In Arlzona aman died after reportedly taklng a nonmedlcal form of chloroqume after Immpjjas

game&hangers and a rush to procure the pharmaceutlcals spurred several US states to take
measures to prevent shortage.
e Notable new companies announcing layoffs/furloughs in the U.S. are:
o Boeing said it was suspending airplane production in the Seattle area for 14 days
beginning on March 25.
¢ Notable new companies that have stopped or are modifying production in the U.S. are:
o Thor Industries announced the temporary suspension of all production of its recreational
vehicles in North America.
e New states with restrictions to “non-essential” business or implementing “shelter-in-place” policies
are:
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o Florida’s Governor issued an Executive Order mandating 14-day self-isolation for
travelers from New York to New Jersey.

o Loursana,ﬂmMexmo,AALashmgtonandJALestMLgmta have issued stay -at- home orders.

suspend their usual operatrons and advrsed resrdents to stay home.

International News

According to global COVID-19 trackers and official counts, there are at least 382,000 cases
confirmed globally in over 166 countries with at least 16,890 deaths. Notable new cases include:

o ltaly recorded a lower day-to-day increase of coronavirus cases for the second day in a

row Monday, officials said.

o Hubei province says travel restrictions on Wuhan city will be lifted in two weeks.
Boris Johnson announced a nationwide lockdown for citizens of the U.K.
TheJDLandJapamhax&agteedio&t[maﬂ;Lpostpone the Summer 2020 Olympics until 2021.

to support healthcare workers around the world

as they respond to the COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) global pandemic; Italy will receive the first
shipment imminently.

' as part of an unprecedented package
totaling more than 750 billion euros ($800 billion) to cushion the fallout from the coronavirus
pandemic.

Britain's government opened the first part of a 330 billion pounds ($384 billion) loan guarantee
scheme for businesses on Monday.

A smaII sectlon of the QLeatAALaIJ_othma has reopened to vrsrtors

li ma A ad, and the
WorId Health Organrzatlon (WHO) has prarsed India's swift response whrch has mcluded
grounding domestic and international commercial flights and suspending all tourist visas.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Key dates:

e 3/1/20: U.S. reports first two deaths

e  3/2/20: Number of cases reported in Italy spikes by nearly 50%; the E.U. raised its risk level to
“high”

3/6/20: Number of cases surpassed 100,000 globally

3/9/20: Global stock markets plunged, and oil prices dropped amid global anxiety

3/10/20: Number of known coronavirus cases in the U.S. surpassed 1,000

3/10/20: Deadliest single day toll to date

3/11/20: WHO declares a pandemic; U.S. bans travel from Europe, excluding the U.K.
3/13/20: Trump declares a national emergency

3/14/20: U.S. extends travel ban to include Britain, Ireland

3/18/20: The EU announced it will seal its borders; the U.S. and Canada will close its border to
“non-essential” traffic

Relevant Links:

WHO press briefings Monday/Wednesday/Friday (LINK)

White House Task Force briefing (11:30 AM ET, Twitter)

CDC COVID-19 travel advisories (LINK)

CDC report on situation in the U.S. (LINK) and Cases in the U.S. (LINK)

FDA updates related to COVID-19 (LINK)

Tips to prevent spread (CDC, WHO)

News outlets with LIVE running updates on COVID-19 (NYT, WSJ, CNN, BBC, The Guardian)
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