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Over	the	last	25	years	the	average	live	weight	at	processing	has	increased	by	2.2	lbs.	as	
the	demand	for	big	birds	for	further	processing	has	increased	and	fewer	whole	birds	are	
required.	



Average	Livability	Life	of	Flock	
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However	due	to	improved	genePcs,	poultry	housing	and	management	programs	there	
has	been	no	deterioraPon	in	actual	livability	of	the	flocks	over	the	period.	
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Actual	field	caused	condemnaPon	numbers	(birds	rejected	at	the	plant	for	signs	of	
disease)	have	declined	dramaPcally	over	the	period,	another	indicator	of	overall	bird	
health	in	heavier	birds.	
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Healthier	birds	also	convert	feed	to	live	weight	more	efficiently.		Over	the	25	year	period	
we	need	7%	less	feed	per	live	lb.	produced	even	as	bird	weights	increased	over	50%	
contribuPng	to	the	industry	wide	sustainability	iniPaPves.	


